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To his honoured and 
worthy Friend, 
Mr S. B. 

Sir, 


FAD Cart anſwer your 
inquiry,till I have not 
only commended but 
* encouraged your chart- 

ty to your Conntry mew 
of the Roman Communion; it being 
an excellent piety to endeavour tore- 
auce them into the right,way, who 
are ſo confident in the-wropg.. The 


hint moſt men expreſſes # ſelf 

WH. and clamour againſt then: 
rers,wh1lſt you ſhow your eftttgs fot 
the*rational principles of the Chinch 


h of” England by your diligetr? to pr. 


pagatr them, and your deſtres to.ve- 


| conotle its misinſormed adverſaries 


to them. It is one of the great pro- 
. A 2 perties 


| Engliſh Romaniſts ſtand to us ſhould 
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perties of goodneſs to be communica- | 


zrve,and a copy of St. Pauls moſt ob- 


liging charity, A&. 26, 29, to wiſh | 


that all whona you converſe with, | 
were as happy in the choice of their 
Faith, as you know your ſelf tobe : 
wherefore that | may as well quicker 
your generous aefign , as invite ſome 
others to imitate ſo good an example, 
I will propound theſe few conſidera- 
11085. 

I. The relation in which the 


excite our care; for they are all Na- 
tives of the ſame Country, Subjefts 
of the ſame Government, and are 
called by the ſame general name of 
Chriſtians: many of them our kind 
Neighbours, familiar acquaintance, 
or nees Kindred, «nd ſome of them 


(where their prejuaice doth wot Blind ' 8 


them) Perſons afs 


reaſon, and 
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of ſo good inclinations, 
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| not made vitiouw by the evil liber- 
, | ries which their principles ao allow: 
and ſhall we for want of affect1on or 
| courage ſuffer them to be kept in ig- 
| morance and impoſed oa at preſent, 
and to be led blindfold in ſuch a way 
as will extreamly hazara the Salva- 
tion of their precious Souls hereaf- 
ter ? If all the relations they bear to 
24 do poſſeſi us with any real affe tion 
? for them, we cannot but do our ut- 
1 | moſt to unaecetve them. The frauds 
' | indeed of the guides of that Church 
| are daily more ana more laid open, 
A but for want of ſuch a charity as 
f yours ts, they whoare chiefly concer- 
1| 2d, ſeldom come to the knowleag of 
' | them: | am ſure thoſe excellent pens 
> | which diſcover athem,aia not acſign 
"4 we ſbould make their deluſtns.the 
4 | ſubject of our mirth, but the mths 
» | Foconvert the ſouls of thoſe whi-ure 
linked tows in ſo many bond'y*hat & 
A 3 15 
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#5 4 ſhame we jhould ſuffer them to be 
ſo deceived, 

2. Fut we uſually excuſe our re- 
miſsneſs, under the pretence that it 
i impa(/ible to comvert them: Had 
our Anceſtors ſo eſteemed it , the 
World had wanted the bleſſing of the 
Reformation: | grant 'tis aifficult, be- 
cauſe of their rooted prejudice, and 
the policy of their leagers,yet not im- 
poſſible becanſe many have underta- 
ken it, and prevailed, So that as 
Seneca ſaith in another caſe,it isnot 
becauſe of the difficulty that we 
Co not attempt it, but becauſe ve 
Jo not attempt ir, therefore it ſeems 
difficult, Ep. 104. The Philoſopher 
tells 145 ** where there is no difficulty, 
* there is no opportunity to exerciſe 


"either art or vertue:and if wewere . 


once willing to take ſome pains for ſo 
noble an end,it would much allay the 
ireuble thereof ,toconſider the advan- 
Fages 
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| 
tages which it may bring ndt only to 
the party which # the objedt of our 
ag but to the Church,yea and to 
oy own Souls alſo: for He that con- 
verteth a finner from the error of 
his way, ſhall fave a Soul from 
death,and ſhall hide a multitude of 
fins, Jam. 5. 20. and they who turn 
many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as 
theStars for ever andever, Day. 12, 
3-Nay moreover if ſuch Pioxs endea- 
 vours ſhould want ſucceſs on Earth, 
they ſball not fail of a rewardin Hea- 
Ven. 

37. Ana finally if we conſider the 
unwearied induſtry of our Aaver ſa- 
ries in ſeaucing , methinks it ſhould 
awaken our diligence in ftrengthning 
the weak, and reducing fuck 45 axe 


l out of the way. It had been wery 


frrange if the Apoſtles ſhould bave 
been unwilling to travell for the;pro- 
p1gation of the right faith, ana the 

Winuing 


winning Souls to Heaven, when the / 
Phariſces compaſſed Sea and Land , 
to reconcile a Proſelyte to their par-| ; 
ticular Seit; & yet alas tis toooften} 
ſeen,that the chi.dren of this worid 
are wiſer in their generation then} 
the children of light, Se. Luk, 16.8. | 
The Hermik Pambo accidentally be- f 
holding a theatrick woman dance ex-| , 
quiſitely before a looſe aſſembly at A-| : 
lexandria,zs ſaid to have wept abun-| 7 
a 
/ 


py 
Pr 
a 
/ 
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dantly, to confider how mnch more | 
ains ſhe took to ſerve evil ends,then | 
he himſelf did to ſerve God. Had we | " 
as much tenderneſs as that holy man, f 
doubtleſs we have as great occaſion 
for our ſhame and Sorrow, when we | | 
ſee others more altive toadvance the | 4 
myſtery of iniquity, then we are to| 4 
promote the glory of God,and the ſal-f © 
vation of our brethrens . immortal 

Souls. 
Theſe conſiderations, worthy Sir, 
know 
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, ' know have excited your charitable reſolu- 
 tions,and I hope will prevail with many 
7d\ others to endeavour the reformation of 
r= | their deceived friends : wherefore that I 
en\ may anſwer your deſires, andcontribute 
[d ] my poor aſſiſtance to ſo pious aud generous 
-n | 4 deſign,T have ſent you the following pa 
g | pers wherein the deluſions of that party 
| are diſcovered as plainly,yet as modeſtly 
| us may be, that they may ſee in alittle 
X- | room how much it 4 their intereſt and ad- 
\- | vantage to embrace the true Catholick 
= | Religion of the Engliſh Church.I know 
re | all theſe particulars have been more fully 
| handled by better pens but moſt of theſe 
writings have been by way of diſpute,and 
intended rather to convince than per- 
ſwade. So that they may be very proper to 
7 \ give fuller ſatufaiion in any particulars 
Pe | doubted of, when their great prejudices 
he | are firſt a little removed : beſides there 
fo} are many through unavoidable buſineſs, 
1. b company,or other divertiſements who ei- 
4 1 ther have no leiſure or no inclination to 
read a larger volume, being of Callima- . 
L chus's mind, that Agreat book is _ 
, evi 
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evil( a) who yet may 
(4)Mixe £:þr.iov be prevailed with to 
pza xgxdvrrapud ſpare one bour for fo 
Atheneum. 

this. The Jewiſh Tal- 


mud tells us of a noble Heathen, who came} ; 


to Rabbi Hillel, and offered to become a 
Proſelyte,if he could teach him the whole 
law at one leſſon Tract. Sab. fol. 3 1. and 
if you meet with any of his min1,they may 
perhaps bs pratified with #115 little a- 
bridgment, wherein the miſtakes of the 
Roman perſwaſion are put into as nar- 
row a compaſs as they can well bs reduced 
to; ſo that even thoſe who are yet reſolved 
to be of that Church, may perhaps not be 
unwilling to peruſe it, that they may at 
one view ſee,what their religion is charg- 
ed with. Aud if it do not gain ſuch per- 

Ms. yet it will teach them to cenſure 
mildly,and to diſſent from us with more 
moderation : aud as the volume i; ſmall, 
and ſo may invite thoſe to its peruſal 
who are delighted with brevity, ſo the 
ftileis as mild as the matter would allow, 
and-can give no juſt offence to any : the 
particulars 


ſmall an abſtrat as ' 


| 


particulars areſo plain,and ſofully proved 
more at large by others, that the Author 
reſolves not to diſpute,but in pure chari- 
ty to adviſe the Romaniſts not ta reſiſt ap- 


" parent truth and reaſon, baving no worſe 
"| intentions towards themthen to ſet them 


into the beſt way to Heaven, and if any 
be angry at him or you for this they are the 
greateſt enemies to themſelves, and'more 
concerned for their preſent opinions, then 

or their everlaſting Salvation. but it is 
to be hoped the ſincerity of your intention 
to do good may oblige ſome kindly to ace 
cept this Manual, at leaſt as a teſtimony of 

our love}, to whom if you have the liber- 
ty of diſcourſe, you ſhall do well to' clear 
thoſe exceptions which prejudice may ſug- 
geſt,and at leaſt to obtain from them a re= 
ſolution, impartially to enquire into the 


"|truth of that which they ſo confidently do 


believe:and ſure it is infizite pity that 
perſons of excellent reaſon, ſhould be ſo 
much enſlaved, as not to dare to ah, the 
right way to bliſiof any,but thoſe who have 
an abſolute dominion over them, nor once 
to go about to judge for themſelves in a 

caſe 
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caſe of ſo great Concernment. | 
I would be loath to think ſo hardly of, 
their Superiors, as to ſuppoſe they inter-| « 
dified their adherence from all converſe © 
with us, for this were the exati parallel of & 
ih the Muſcovian policy,where it is death fory = 
any to travel out of their own Kingdom! 
| without eſpecial © licenſe,for fear they,” 
i - ſhould never endure their former bon-\ 
þ dage, when once they have ſeen the free-, 
t dom of other nations : and if once you ca 
prevail ſo far that they will pe penny 
compare their own opinions with ours, 
# probable they may become our friends 
i Tall add no more but to wiſh this token 
|| "maybe as kindly accepted at it will b 
ili. ' Ccharitably offered by you, and to aſſur | 
, | you, you ſhall never want bis prayers for 
#' | your ſucceſi,phoy, 
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My Friends and Country-men, 


U cannot be indian Age 
much the Principles: the” - 
—_ Church have been: - 8 | 
." prond how ill the confident 
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d&ices of ſome of that Perſuaſionla 
have been reſented of late, in ſdjin 
much that that party is now be 
come the ſubjed& of the public 
ſcornor anger : How far ſome 0 
your ſelves have contributed here4s: 
unto, I ſhall not take. upan me r< 
judge.' I think it will be..a more 
charitable - employment to offel}/ 


ſame expedient to free you fronfſc 
the-certain effe&s of this ' preju 


dice , then to diſpute about tht 
cauſe of ir, Wherefore whilſt ſom 
inſulr,, and others deride you, 

have ſo much affegion for you 
perſons as my Country-men, anc 
ſo much charity for your: ſouls 
fince you bear the name of Chrilti! 


n 


advice. *Tis true; 
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ionfalmoſt diſcourage ſuch an attempt, 
ſqgjir being generally believed that a 
beJRoman- Catholicks reſolution is 
clthe ſame with Cotta's In Cicero, VIZ. 
OT hat no diſcourſe of either learned or 
reinulearned men ſhould ever remove 
tehpim from the opinion received from 
ordgvis fore fathers,concerning the wor- 
fempip of the immortal. cioeo de no. 
On Goas (a.) But I know turd Deor,l, 2, 
jugmany of you to be maſters of too 
th&wnch reaſon to 'make ſo blind a 
wgreſolntion : For z# i net-the part < 
of wiſe men to be enſlaved to a vectt- 
ved Opinion, nor raſhly' to give np 
themſelves to their fathers cuſtoms, 
but to endeavour -10” fin out the 
ſti3:ruth (b) : anditis the b Theodvit. ds 
divine advice of St, ©7494 Jree. 
2.  %ffecth, Sermle 
p4 Paul, to prove all things c\ Th ff, v.21. 
and hold faſt that which is good (c). 
A 3 Ic 


' »«, Qughtto make you wore ſuſpicious, 
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Tt being 4 zeal without know-|h 
leage , and a fooliſh obſtivacyjt 
to hold faſt any thing, till we't 
have examined whether it beih 
good or no. I can eaſily be-E 
lieve your ſpiritual guides will 
eſteem no {in moremortal , then to {x 
enquire into the Principles you}; 
profeſs, and ſcarce allow the per-}} 
uſal of a few lines preſented by ſo}} 
charitable a hand. But their oppo-j? 
poſition ( if you wi!l conſider ) 


amd methinks you ſhauld reſolvey. 
totry that coin which is denyed toy * 
be brought to the touchſtone, 3 
knowing that truth never ſeeks fork 
corners,and that which is real fears 
no Teſt : The Church of IR} 


puts no ſuch reſtraint upon her ad- 


hecenrs, but gives leave toexamine # | 
rf 


Catholicks of England. & 
w- [her doGrines by Scripture and the 
cyjbeſt Antiquity, and ſhe finds ſhe 
we hath no better ſons then thoſe who 
be have enquired the moſt narrowly. 
2e- Evth needs a mack and 4 difeniſe 
ill (ſaid the brave Ageſtlars) but light 
tO makes reat good more iluſtrious and 
ou #ore lovely: yea, a greatey then he 
er-thath ſaid, Every ave that deeth evil 
ſol hateth the light, neither cometh to 
20- fehe light, leaſt his deeds ſhould be re- 
r ) proved, but he that doth traly cometh 
ls, | #o the light (d). Its d $. Fobniii, 
ve# Plato's obſervation, 9» 21: 

tO 4 That every ſoul is unwillingly aepri- 
ie, * ved of truth, which men can no lon- 
orkger refuſe when once it appears to. 
rs them : $5 that if you have ſo much 
24| courage as to enquire in a cale of 
d-Iſogreat importance, I ſhould nor 
neg be without hope that my advice 
er A 4 wioht 


fo 
= 


6 Advice to the Roman 


wight take place, and he that dares, , 
not do this, 15 not a Diſciple but a! 
Slave. There are ſome perhaps who: . 
may prompt you to eaſe your! ' 
winds, by reproaching the ſeveri-\ 
ties of the Law or theGovernment; ! 
and others, who ſuppoſing you to. 
be men that will (as Galezof the 
Stoicks)rather betray their Country 
then renomnce their Maximes, way 
offer more deſperate counſels to. 
you: But you are generally too no-. 
ble and too prudent to incline to: 
ſuch curſed motions, wherefore I. 
hope you will eſteem him your* 
friend who adviſeth you to try 
your Principles ſeriouſly, before; 
you ſuffer any detriment by them; | 
for I am perſwaded, if you were 
rightly inf,rmed, you would diſc! 
eern they do not deſerve the price 
that} 


res. 
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that you may be expected to pay 
for them : However, my charity to 


you makes me earneſtly to requelt 
Our: 


oy 
* - 


MI] ticulars wherein the Church of 


yon, but to conſider theſe few par- 


Rome differs from the Church of 


| England,and then you will declare 


the that your reſolution is net a blind 


nor accidental choice , and vindi- 
cate your ſeives from the charge of 
the Samaritans, who worſhipped 


4 they knew not what. 
to: 


0. T1. I doubt nor, but as well 
thoſe who have been educated in 
the Romiſh perſuaſion , as thoſe 
who have inconſiderately turned to 
it,do perſuade themſelves they are 
of The Dld Religion, and aſ- 
ſume the name Catholique , yea 


| appropriate it to themſei ves, be- 


A5 cauſe - 
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cauſe they fancy they do entirely ; 
agree with the Ancient and Uni-! 
verſal Church : And doubtleſs in 

ſome particulars ſo they do, v1. | 
in all thoſe DodGrines of theirs | 
which are founded upon the Apos ! 
ſtles Creed, or upon the plain © 
words of Holy Scripture; for that ! 
is the Old Religion which Chriſt | 


and his Apoſtles taught in Holy 


Scripture, many of which Princi- | 
ples the Roman Church doth ſtill © 
retain; but ſo doth the Church ' 
of England alſo, whoſe Religion 
is ſo far from ow1ng1ts original to ' 
Luther,that it was recorded in the | 
Holy Bible almoſt fifteen hundred | 
years before him. And thus the Re- 
ligion of this Church is the Older, 
becauſe ſhe believes nothing ne- 


ceſſary to ſalvation but what was 
believed 


ers ts OS ad 
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ely | believed Sixteen hundred years a- 
Ini-! go; whereas the Roman Church 
$ In | hath invented and added wany Ar- 
12, | ticles to her Religion , of which 
Irs j ſome are not mearioned in the Bi- 
>= ! ble, others are contrary to it;and 
aln | theſe are the Points about which 
bat | we differ, For whatever Chriſt 
Iſt | and his Apoſtles taught we believe 
ly | better then they, I mean more exX- 
cl- | plicitely, & npon better grounds, 
il { The Learned Salmeron confalſſerh, 
Ch ! that the New Teſtament mention- 
On | eth nothing of prayers « 54tmeron. in 
to | to Saints (ce); and E- 1 Tim. 2. 


: dif] 
ne 1 a pear ſfaithasmuch #;/” s Etheri- 
d & rayers for the an. de regreſſu 
E= | ed(f), phe fe 48IRE 
r, ona that Indulgences are not tO 


9 LL 
| norancient DoGtors (gp) 3 pk 3. 


7 | be found in theScriprare, 8 Antonire 
, 
$ 
nor 
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' taught the Church, that there was 


nor were they uſed in the Primitive jw 
þ Fifker,n 1g, Church,ſaith your Bi» |; 
Aruc. Iuth, ſhop Fiſher (h); and 14 
it you would conſider without | 
prejudice, the worſhipping of 
God by an Image is plainly con- 
trary tothe ſecondCommandment, 
for which cauſe ſome of you are } 
never taught it. St. Paul in the If 
old Religion poſitively diflallows 
of Prayers or Hymns in an un- 
known Tongue , 1 Cor.14. And he 


v 
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but one Mediator , 1 Tim. 11. 5. 
yet your new Religion hath made 
Saints and Angels to bear that of- 
gce : But theſe, and ſeveral other 
things are ſo far from being the 


——_—_ _——— — 
% 


| oidReligion, that the very years 
; when molt of them were impoſed | 
are recorded by Writers of the Ro- | 


man 


LU 
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Ve jman Church: Indulgences cannot. 
1- be derived higher then the time of 
1d Alexander the 2d (1): i 4n, 1160. 

ut [The forbidding Prieſts marriages 

of {was a conſtitution made by Pope 
n- LHzildebrapd (k): Auri- k am. 1174. 
t, fenlar Confeſſion was Sigeberti 

: - Chronicon., 

'E not impoſed as neceſ- | 

e ffary until the Lateray Councel 
'S KI) ; and that difcri- } cas. 24. 4». 
- Sninating Dodrine of 1215: 

e FfIranſubſtantiation is no older, for 
$ fitwas firſtdetermined inthatCoun- 
+ Jcel, that the Bread was Tranſub- 
e \ſtantiate into the Body of Chriſt, 
- ws the Wine into his Blood by 
r | he Divine Power (Mm), m can,1.4rt.7 
2 (alchough one of the in- 421-1215, 

3 FPallible Heads of the Roman 
| IChurch had before affirmed, That 
whe Elements ceaſe not to be of the 


ſubſtance 


i 
| 
| 
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ſubſtance and nature of Bread and\(, 
Wine (n): The giving]: 
n Gelafus de rhe Sacrament only in\t 
duabus nat. y 245:'. 
contr. Ewtych. one kind, was decreed|r 
©" On by the Councel offe 
". 1415» Conflance *, ( when 
there were three Popes pretenders 
at once} with this clauſe We De- 
cree,gc. notwithſtanding our Lord 
Chriſt inſtituted and adminiſtred it 
in both kinds: yea, ſome things 
were never defined to be Articles 
of Faith in the Roman Church,till B 
the late Councel of Trext not}: 
much above roo years ago; ak 
Councel never fully owned by the 
Catholicks of Frarce, or ſubmit- 
ted.to by the Engliſh Nation: And 
for the more ancient of thoſe pozpr. \ 
wherein the Roman differs from | 
the Engliſh, Inwocation of the Bleſ- 


ſed. 
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4d ſed Virgin and other Saints, Purge- 
ing}tory, and Prayers to be delivered 
 #a\thence, the Popes Supremacy, Vexe- 
edſration of Reliques, Appeals to Rome, 
of ec. they were wholly unknown in 
the firlt three Centuries, and there- 
fore arenot ſo old as the Religion 
of the Church of Exeland: Now 
0 pretend they determined theſe 
hings by vertue of Apoſtolical 
raditions preſerved in that 
Church, what is it but to confeſs 
the Scriptures and beſt Fathers 
arenot for them, and. to make them- 
ſelves Judges in their Own Cauſe, 
nay to accuſe all former Govern- 
ours of that Church for letting 
ſuch Tradicions fleep ſo long? 
ough the more prabable opinion 
n is, the former Popes knew. of no 
\uch Traditions, and then it will 
__ follow 
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| follow the Jater have invented 
them to ſupport their New Reli- 
gion; to whom belongs that of St. 

Hierom, That which they pretend 
fo find or f*ign as Apoſtolical Traat- 
Hons, without the Authority and Te- 
flimony of the Scriptures, the ſword 
O Hieron, in of God ſhall deſtroy (0). 

Bags 1. If you would admut 
Reaſon or the Ancient Fathers to | 
be Judges, Tertulliay would tell 
you that ( Religion) is trueſt which 
P Tertul, in WAS firft , and that 
Marce .4. was firſt which was 
from the beginning (p) : and St. Cy- 

prian, that we ongh ht not to regar dſ 0 
much what ſome others before us 
have "= fit as what Chriſt him- 
ſelf , who # before all, hath 
q Cypr. ad Ce- dope. Now w hatever 
cit. Ep.6. FJeſm and his Apoſtles | 


eli- 


——_—— > -* 
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| | delivered for DoGrines, and 
- | whatever was generally received 
-£ as ſuch for the firſt three hundred 
7 | years, muſt needs be the Old Re- 
ligion, and this is intirely belie- 
ved by the Church of Ezglarnd: 
but you ſee the Rowan Church 
hath omitted ſome, and added o- 
ther things, and altered ſo many 
particulars, that although Rome 
| keep the Old Name, i: doth not 
keep the Old Faith: We may now 
(as Fwvenr, Vitals (aid) ſeek Rome 
in the midſt of Rome: and #t 
| canuot be aenyed ( faith ano- 
ther 7 ) that theRoman , c.[;nder de 
Church ts not 4a little officio boniviri 
different from its Ancient beauty 
and ſplendonr : indeed there is 
neither the Faith nor the manners 
! of the Primitive Roman Church: 
| | and 
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{' :6 Advice tothe Roman | 
} and therefore as St. Ambroſe abſer- 
veth, Thcy that have not Peters 


Faith cannet ſucceed to Peters ins | 


$ Ambr.de pen, O87itance (S). And 
. 1,ch-p.s. you may juſtly deſert 
them who have in ſo many things 
departed from Chriſt and bis A- 
poſtles, yea and fram their beſt 


Predecefors alſo ; if you would | 
cleave to the Old Faith of the | 
primitive Roman Church; you | 


ſhall come much nearer to it by 
receiving the Articles of the Eng- 
ih Church, then by retaining 


that which Rome at preſent calls | 


Religion. As for the name of 
Catholique, the Engliſh Prote- 
ſtantmay more juſtly claim it, be- 
cauſe his Principles C which are 
tew, and clearly deduced from 
Scripture and prime Antiquity ) 


arc | 


4 
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are denyed by ſcarce any ſort of 
Chriſtians in the world, but by the 


! Romaniſts, who are not above the 


fourth part of thoſe who believe in 
Chriſt (t ), and who + Purchas pil- 
embrace wany opini- #i+1. co13. 
nions which all other ©” *** 

Chriſtians do explode now, and 
which the Primitive never heard 


{ of - wherefore it is ridiculous for 
| them to call themſelves Catho- 


lique, and to affirm no ſalvation 
is to be had out of their Church , 
whereby they do preſumptvouſ- 


| ly condemn Chriſtians, more in 


number then themſelves, and e- 
qual in Learning, yea ſuperior 1n 
true piety, to the beſt of that 


| Church : Wherefore, my Friends, 


you may be more truly Catho- 


liques, and of the Old Religion 
by 


— — — — — —————<—W>  — — < 
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| 
: 


lad 


$ byembracing the Faith profeſſed 
; in'your own Country, for thoſe 

x things in which you have placed 
{ thegreateft matter of:Religion,:and 
|, which you have reverenced for 
f-, their ſuppoſed Antiquity, are G#- 
W. beonites diſpuiſed on purpoſe to 
delude, and notwithſtanding their 
mouldy pretences as if they bad 
come a long journey, and were-de- 
ſcended from ancient Times, their 
original 15 in truth much later and 
nearer to the preſent Ape. 


=y 


0.[T. But it may be, you believe || 2 
the Biſhop of Rome to be the Vi- | 1 
car of Chriſt , the infallible Fudge | a 
of Controverſies, and the Supream | x 
head of the Univerſal Church, and | x, 
therefore you dare not reje what | », 
he impoſes; now whoſoever layes | c 

ſ9 


Catholicks of Eng'and. 19 | 


ſo much ſtreſs upon this Authori- 
ty, ought ſeriouſly to '-examine 


whether it belegal, or only »pre+ | 
. 'rended and uſurped: r, Asto the | 


whole world there are far more 
Chriſtians who do not acknow» 
ledge the Popes Supremacy , then 
there are who do; and. if our 
Lord.had deſigned to make St. Pe- 
ter and his Succeſſors ſo ſupream 
and infallible Judges, it may juſt- 
ly occaſion your wonder, why ſo 


neceſſary an Article was not plain- 


ly fer down in the NewTeſtament? 
and how it came to paſs that St. 
Peter himſelf never pretended to 
any ſuch power over the other A= *« | 
polties ?.' Peter, Fames;.and Fohn, 


| though preferred by Chriſt before the 


reſt (as Enſebius re- , Euſeb. Eect. 
cords #) challenged not biſt. 1.2.c.1. 
1] 
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to themſelves the glory of Primacy,, 
but ix James the juſt, Biſhop of 
the Apoſtles: And the ſaid Fames 
was Preſident in the firſt Chriſtian 
Synad at Fersſalem,and finally de- 
termined the Queſtions there , 
though Peter himſelf was pre- 
* 48; 15.13, fent*; andanancient fl} 
Councel calls Feruſelem,the mother [1 
x Cone.Conſta, of all Churches ( x), F# 
Ep.ad Damaſ. And further , you þS 
ought to conſider, That if this Sw-$! 
premacy of the Pope had been be- 

lieved in the firſt Ages, he muſt Fs 
have called, and prefided in all Þ: 
Councels, whereas Cardinal Gwſa- 
ww affirms,the Emperonys or their ff! 
Deputies were Prefiaents in Gight 
y Cuſcite Conc. general  Gonncels ( Y) [4] 
{.3.c.6. The Popes ſenſe would pac 
have been enquired in all contro-|-t 
verted| 


{ 
1 
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verted places of Scripture, and 
appeals have been made to him, 
- | which 1t dothnot appear that any 
; | did as to a Supream Judpe for ma- 
- | ny hundred years after Chriſt. It 
15 not probable the famous Martyr 
St. Cyprian ever heard of this Su» 
premacy, who calls Cornelius Bi- 
ſhop of Rome no more but© Bro 
ther and Colleague , and gives to 
| Stephen, — of the ſame pace, 
u-Ab< Titles of falſe Apoſtle , Schi{- 

- ratick , etl - *_9nkA, a} 
xt Bemy f0 Ghriftians Z, 2&pr.ad Pom:- 
all Þay, he affirms the reſt pci. Bp, 74. 
ſa- the a *.or7 were ns great as Pe- 
eix (er> enaowed with an equal ſhare 
ole I Homer and power (a). a dem de uni. 

y, For was this Stapre-. #te.Ecerr. 
wldpacy underſtood as given by 
ro-|-triſt, by the Fathers in the Ge- 
ted | neral 


hoot. ©. Hu 
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b 4nno Chriſt; nerd] Councel of Chal- 
451.  cedon (b), who ſay, | 
Rome hath had a Primacy of Oraer | 
becanſe it was the Imperial City, 

and make the Biſhop of Conſtantt- | 
ople equal to him in that honour, * 
cCan;2s, (c) And it ſeems St. 

Concil. Chal, Gregory , Biſhop of}! 
Rome himſelf, knew not of thisf 
Power, for when the Biſhop fi 
Conftantinople began to call him-h 1 
ſelf Univerſal Biſhop, Pope Gres} a 
gory, in his Epiſtle to eManritius,f v 
admires at the arrogance of aſſuming C 
4 new Title which none of his Pre-+| nj 
deceſſors had ever accepted of, a Tire 
tle blaſphemous to Chriſtian ears to 
d Grig.Epiſe, $&c- C41) but at laſynir 
ad Maurit,32 YOU arc told that Phoſel; 
G& Ep-38- cas, an intruding Em{rc 
perour, being angry at Cyriacus olme 

Conſtantinople 


\ 
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\ 
oC onftantinople, atiribuced this Ti- 
, | Le to the next Biſhop of Rome, 
yr | Bbweface the third (©), ella rac 
» | which will ſcarce -ju- $06. 
- ſtife the Supremacy and Juriſdi- 
, ; lon which the Pope now chal- 
t. 4 lengeth. How the Biſhop of Rowe 
: attained to this preſent grandeur, 
| 


is} what complaints were made of his 
off Uſurparion, what oppoſition It 
n-4 mer with in many places of o'd, 
re-j and how little his Sthpremacy is 
5,1 valved at' preſent; even in ſome 
ng Countries 'of che Ronan Commu- 
re-,nion,; would: be too tedious to 
Ti4 relate : and\it! is more percinent 
&r54ta the:caſe of the Engliſh Rowa- 
laſtniſts coconſider, how: far he can 
hoſclaim. any power over the Britan- 
Empnck* Churches. They may. re- 
# OlMmember therefore that this Nation 
ople B Was 


Woot 
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was not converted firſt by the Bi- + 
ſhop of Reme, but Religion had 
flouriſhed here above 500 years | 
before there was any communica- } 
tion with that Churchz and whez ' 
Auguſtine the Monk required of 4 
the Brittiſh Biſhops to profeſs ſub-\ 
Jjeition to the See of Rome , Dino- 

thus Abbot of Bancor ſhewed by\; 
diverſe Arguments they owed him} 
f Geeffr. Mon- one (4) ; nor did they! 

mouth,de Auz. follow the Rites off | 
ver/e frnem*. Rome, nor- yet own} 
the Popes power of Conſecration,ff ; 
t1i] the dayes of Henry the farſt ;Þ 4 
but the Brittiſh Biſhops. were ;, 
conſecrated by the Arch-biſhopsſ}a 
of St. David's, and he by his ewnfT, 
Suffragans, making no profeſſion{ſe 
e GiraldeCame of ſubjetion to any oF: 
brenſ. itiner: $her Ghurch (g). Thefth 
1.2.6. ls $2XONs 
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Saxons indeed ſhewed more re- 
| ſpectro Rowe, becauſe they had 
S . received the Goſpel from thence, 
- } but never eſteemed the Pope an 
2 | infallible Judge , only they asked 
1 * hisadviceasof their moſt eminent 
| neighbour Patriarch : But neither 
* they nor the Normans eſteemed 
by% themſelves ſubje& to him , as may 
wm; be ſeen in the Letter of William 
ey the Conquerour to Gregory the 
x deventh, Fealty I have not acknow- 
ledged (ſaith he) neither will I, be- 
cauſe neither did | promiſe it, nor 
5 40 | find my Predeceſſors ever did it 
to your Predeceſſors(h): , _ 
dren.” \An- 
and when Anſelme, ,.1. 1076. 5. 
Thomas Becket, and 25. © 
Tome who inclined to the Rowan 
y -o-YFaGtion , would - have ſubjeGed 
Theſthemſe:ves and the reſt of the 
,ONS B Eng'iſh 
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Engliſh Clergy to the Papal Au- | 
thority, our Chronicles will tell 
you, that our Kings reſiſted that . ; 
encroachment, and by the >tatutes 

of Clarendon decreed, That all the 
Clergy ſbould bond fide, ſwear Al- 
legiance to the King, and none ſhould 1 
appeal but unto the Arch-biſhop » 07 | 
from him finally to the King without 

i Marth, Paris, particular licence (1). * 
Ann, 11544, If you be(as becomes | 
Engliſh men) well verſed in the 
Hit{tories. and Laws of your own * | 
Country, you are not ignorant | | 
!' how balely the Pope took advan | © 
t' rape toencroach upon the Arch-þ t 
' biſhops of Carterbary, and the | 
Kings of this Nation, and yet. that} y 
bis uſurped Authority was fre- 
quently complained of in Parlia-J 
ment, and nevyer fully ſubmitted 
tO 
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to by this Nation, as being con- 
trary to the Kings Prerogative, the 
. 4 fundamental Lavs and the Liber- 
\ ies of the People; ſo that King 
' + Heprythe Fifths Embaſſadors told 
» ;* PopeeMartinthe Fifth, that their 
i þ Maſter the King, if he yielded nt 
ry | to his Demanas, would uſe his own 
power in theſe particulars, for he 
). ' atd not apply himſelf to Rome ont of 
'S * neceſſity, but for reſpe# 
e ? fake (k): andat length o;cc1,y, p.56, 
© * before this Authority 57: 

nt | had been exerciſed 400 years, it 
nN- 4 was much more legally rezeGed 
h- | then ever it was introduced, wiz. 
he | by the Regal Power, with the ad- 
bath vice and conſent of Parliament , 
which 1s the Supream Authority 
of this Nation ; and thus the King 
was reſtored to his ancient Rights, 
B3 and 
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and Englandfreed froman intole- 
rable yoke. And now why ſhould | 
you fear to renounce an Authority | 
which ſome Catholick Countries 
do not own, which hath been gain-- 
&d by fraud and policy, by divi- 
ding Chriſtian Princes, by the de- \ 
cay of the Empire,and the oppreſ- | 
fion of wany intheic juſt Rights; / 
a power not given by Chriſt, not 
acknowledged by the firſt Chri- K 
ſtians, nor challenged by the beſt } 
Popes ; v3 Juriſdiction Novel, ik 
ſurped,and never lega; 1yeſtabliſh 
ed or penerally obeyed in this1r 
Nation 2 I cannot ſee you are ob« Js 
| ged ro own himany further, then 
w:th a reſpec due to a Biſhop off 
an ancient and Apoſtolick See ;Jy 
nor ſo far neither, if he be no 
content wich his own, and keer(ſ| 
no 
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- : not to the Primitive Falth. 
4 
Y 4 $.1TT. Tt was the obſervation 
'S _ of the famous Roman Hiſtorian of 
t-- | 0:d, That none ever got an Auths- 
i- | rity by evil arts, but they admi- 
e= \ niſtred it by as bad means: And 
#- this is ſo plain'y verified in. the 
's; {preſent Roman Church, that it is 
ot [taken no ice of by alt thoſe of her 
ri- ;own Communion, but ſuch whoſe 
eſt (affection hath rob'd them of their . 
U- Cir cerning powers ; and it hath a- 
ſh- bated much of the reverence for- 
his qnerly paid to that See, becauſe it 
ob- 3s apparent that the deſigns there. 
henpf are wholly ſecular, tending not 
> offto the ſalvation of ſouis, but the 
xe ;Jupport of her own greatneſs : 
notwhich makes me wonder our Eng- 
xeeffiſh Catholicks ſhould hug their 
nol B4 chainc, 
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chains. and adore thoſe who abuſe / 
their. well-meaning . Devotion to 
maintain an ill gotten Power, { 
whenas an eaſie apprehenfion may + 
diſcover, that the guides of that | 
Church do condu& it by Princi- 
pies that have more of Machiavel | 
in them, then of Conſcience or ' 
Goſpel ſimplicity: thofe things - 
which they teach you to call Reli- 
gion, arearts to enſlave and impo- } 
veriſh you, and engines to advance ; 
themfelves to the height of honour: ; 
and abundance. Were this the} 
fault of particular mens evil ma-ſ 
nagewent (from wh'ch no Society}! | 
can be free) it were more excuſ; 1 
ble: but the very DoGrines which) 
are added to the Catholick; 
Faith, and moſt of the Tenents 
wh'ch they difter from theChurc 
0 


\ 
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:; of Emgland in, are plain.artifices 
; to encreaſe the power and the 
; wealth of Rome, things for which 
| they difpute with us upon Deme- 


trius principle.becauſe thereby they 


! have their gain *; they *:4% 19.25. 
| contend for them not becauſe they 
| believetthem,but becauſe it-is their 
| intereſt the people ſhould be per- 


ſwaded of them ; while they fe- 
cretly Jaugh at your credulity, 
who will beſo eaſt'y 1mpoſed on, 
as that great Cardinal did, who 
rave the people who flocked a- 


form, Lat wult decipi, decipiatur , 
He that will be deceted let him be 
deceived. Now the reaſonableneſs 
of this charge will appear if you 
vill confider the Particu'ars : 
And firſt the Tmplicite- Faith, or 
B 5g Bclie- 
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Believing as the Church believes, 
may agree with Pythagoras's ipſe 
dixit, and 1sa good ſhelter for Pa- 
' , + ganiſme, the beſt Argument for | 
| which; Balb#s in Cicero confeſſeth j 
, to be, that he had received it from 
| Cicer.de nate his Fore-fathers ( ): | | 

deorm, 1.3. Tt was becoming e- ! 
nough in pelles- the Heretick, to | 
forbid his ſeduced Scholars to ex- { 
| m ®%uſb, zi. amine his princip.es | 
4Se+c.l3z [byreaſon (mY, But j: 
it is below the honeſty of true | « 
Religion to defire to be taken up- ! 
on truſt, or to fear an examina- | 
tion : wherefore you may perceive | | 
this DoGrine to be a piece of po- # | 
licy whereby your Prieſts ſecure | ! 
their evil principles from being } 
| 
| 


ded 


— 
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enquired into, and a device to 
wake you depend on thew as in- 
fallib.e 
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s. | fallible Oracles, who can by this 
ſe | weans lead you blindfold whither 
z- 5 they pleaſe, and impoſe upon you 
ww | that which ſerves their intereſt, 
h | under the pretence of true Religi- 
”m | 0n: Tothis we may add Auricu- 
): | lar Confeſſion toa Prieſt, uſed of old 
e- } only in caſe of a troubled Conſci- ' 
'O ence or a ſtrong Temptation, but 
x- | is now-become a great part of the 
es | Religion of ſome Romaniſts, and 
at | an occaſion I fear to hinder noe 
ue j only confefſion to God , but a» 
p- | mendment of life alſo, ar which it 
a- | pretends to: aim. And it ts toe 
ve | naotorians, that it is enjoyned .to 
o- | wake the. Prieſt maſter of every 
re | wans ſecrets, and to diſcover the 
ng þ aſt inclinativn of theirProſelytes 
tro | toleavethem ; to keep the Laity 
n- | m2 awe, and make them to depend» 


e. upon: 
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upon their ſpiritual Guide, as one 
that hath them at his mercy ; and 


I wiſh the Roman Church do not 


give leave to the Prieſts to difco- 
ver what may be for the advantage 
of the Catholik Caufe, for then 
they bave an Intelligencer in the 
breaſt of every Great man of their 
Communion. Bur becauſe their 
honour cannot be waintained with- 
out vaſt riches, It 18 your Concern 
© obſerve what arts they have ta 
{11 the Churches Treafuries. For 


this end they impoſe Pennances, | 


and perſwade to Vows of Pilgrt+ 
wage, and then ſufler their Vota- 
ries to buy-Jndulgences and Di- 
ſpenſations ; they tell wondrous 


ſtories of Saints in ſome certain } 


Places, to which thoſe that. refort 
Take ſuch Oblations, that there 
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one(are ſome ſhrines which do outvie 
and[the Treaſures of the : greateſt 
not] Princes,of Europe: The DoGrine 
co-lJof Pargatory 1s countenanced to 
ageJoblige the people togive liberal- 
henfly, for themſelves or their deceaſed 
theſfriends, to thoſe who ſell their 
eirfPrayers ascommonly as Merchants 
eir their ordinary wares. The year 0 
th-} Fubilee, and the ſale of D:ſpenſe- 
*rN | tions for notorions irregularities , 
to Jand the market of 4bſolutions for 
or | abominaÞle crimes (ſer at certain 
es, | prices ) are evidences that at 
ris } Rome nothing 15 unjuſt which 1s 
ta« | profitable. The reſtrainive of 
i= | Prieffs marriage is not that they 
us [| may be more pure (for fornication 
an j 1s either allowed, (n) nDeer.P, Alex. 
rt fora very venial fin 0) pe nc 
but that having no 4/82.c.5. 
lawful 


—_ 
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lawful children, the Church may | 
be their heir; for the Canon Law 
ATI” al.ows not Regular 
ib.$.de Greg: BUROPS to diſpoſe of 
ry 7 their Eſtates by Will, 
nor other Biſhops to be -too free 
of their Alins in- their Sickneſs ; 
how earneſtly ſoever they exhort 
the Laity to It. The exempting 
theClergy from their natural Pxin- 
ces Authority is, that the Pope may 
have. Subjeqs numerous and po- 
tent, to give intelligence and abett 
lys intereſt in the bowels of all 
Kingdoms, and the ſums of mo- 
ney .he receives from theſe are 
ſcarce within the reach of Arith- 
Þ metick; for Inſtitutions , Indut#i-(| 
ji! ons, Collations, Confirmations, Firſt | 
Wi. Fruits, Tenthsand Inveſtitures; fol 
| that the Parliament in King Heary}, 
the 
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"ay the Eighths time made it appear , 
aw {hat in fourty years laſt paſt the 
lar Court of Rowe had received 
Of {1 60000. for Iavefitures of Biſbeps, 
Wl, rom this Kingdom; and Matthew 
ree Paris relates that Walter Grey, 
(s ; JArch-biſhop of York, pay'd for his 
Ort Pall roooo (Þ) who Pp Matth. Pati. 
ing alſo relates that it was P48. 274 4+ 

owplained by the Ezgliſþ that 
here went from hence annually to 


ome 600050 Marks 
q /dem. pag. 


ettKq): ſo that it is no jo ts. 
ail kwonder what Ciracella piſt. Angier. ail * 


ells of Pope Sextus Innecente 
he Fifth, who in fve years got 
five millions of Crowns ; nor 1s 
it ſtrange that by ſo. much wealth 
ir/tJand intereſt the Biſbop of Rome 
fo [ſhould ſwallow all the little Prin- 
wy | cipalitiesabout him, till he 1s be- 
the Come 


ſing their Families, and advancing 
- their Nephews and Neeces to the 


| you, or to/account it Religion to 
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come a conſiderable temporal," 
Prince, and his anciently poorf: 
and pious Prieſts and Deacons are 
changed into illuſtrious Caraz- 
als, vwiho in magnificence and|* 
pomp do vie with the greateſt E-|* 
ſtates of Chriſtendom ; foralas, it 
is manifeſt they have made Religji- 
on anart' to draw the wealrh o 
the world unto that City, and the 
dependants thereof, And how 
they ſpend theſe Treaſures in rai- 


higheſt dignities and fortunes, 1s 
evident to all the world ; whict 
methinks, being all duly weighed, 
mav diſcover to you how little 
reaſon you” have to adore thoſe 
who have ſo groſly impofed upon 


{ufter | 


Catholicks of England. 39 


uffer in their quarre], who wal- 
ow in plenty and luxury, and 
erve their own ends out of your 
-d;.JPevotion : yea, and you ought to 
1nd2ccount him your friend who 
x.1would reſcue you from this abuſe, 
. :.4and perſwade you to a Religion 
. {that is plain and honeſt and which 
hath no deſigns npon you, but to 
wake you good, and to direct you 

to Heaven. 


9. IV. And now if you believe 
the foregoing watters of FF, you 
cannot but think it very probas» 

+4 ble, that they who have ſo little 
1 | Prety as toturn Religion into Po- 
| &cy, may have fo little honeſty as 
to equivocate for the defence of 
ſuch principles. $0 that the nexr 
enquiry may be concerning the 
many 
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many FifFions upon which as 
great part of the Roman Faith bathe 
been bui't; in which particular ourp% 
Fore: fathers were much more ECX- 
cuſabie, as living in an Age where- 
in there were but little means to 
detec theſe Forgeries, whereas you 
are by Providence fallen into thofe 
times wherein the world is grown 
too learned and inquiſitive to en- 
dure to be ſo abuſed in. So much 
theſe deceits have been found out 
by Adverſaries, and many of them 
acknowledged by the greateſt. 
f:iends of that Church. To begin 
with Mzracles, a foundation upon 
which have been raiſed and confir- 
med Prayers to Saints, Veneration 
of Images and Reliques, Pileri- 
mages, and much of the gainfulleſt 
part-of the Religion of Rowe. 
Our 
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aur Anceſters ( ſaith Offavims ) 
athvere ſo eafie of belief, as raſhly to 


WurÞive creadtt to the moſt menſtrous and 


re-knd St. Auguſtine affir- un Fe. 

toſueth, that Antiquity did re- 
oufeive the moſt ab/urdly deviſed fa- 
Yfeples (5): and 'doubt- x gue. de Cin, 


chÞrove about ſeven or eight hun- 
utdred years ago, the moſt ſenſleſs 
mfand fabulous lyes concerning the 
ſt.ÞMiracles of Saints , that ever the 


r- fwith Fiftory, Chronology, and Geo- 
1 [graphy, as well as with Truth, that 
- fthe modern Writers of that 
> {Church are aſhamed of them; yea, 
» Jand the Popes themſelves atfo, 


have 
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have left many of them out in the 
later Brevzaries:But this Argument 


is now ſo fully handled by two ex-{ 


+ Dr.Stilling: Cfllent Pens (t), that | 
fleet of Mirz- may diſmiſs it , with 
Or ef my hearty wiſh that 
eflexXto0ns up- 

on the Romiſs YOU would read thoſe 
Devotion® Tracts without preju- 
dice, being written not to abuſe 
Religion, as ſome tell you, but co 
undeceive you,and to.unmask that 
Hy pocrifte which bath long walk- 
ed in the guiſe thereof; and ſurely 
there 13 no juſt cauſe of anger at 
the Relators, but at the Inventers 
of ſuch fatſhoods, to rhe ſcandal 
of Chriſtianity itſelf. But togo 
on; however venerable an opinion 
yau have had of the Romay Ghurch, 
i t5-now made evident to the 
world , that they have been the 
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greateſt Impoſtors that can be;for 
tio advance the Sapremacy of the 
Pope, what have they not teigned ? 
The Legates of this Church, in a 
famous Ccuncel at Carthage, at 
which St. Azguſtine was preſent, 
Anno Dom. 419. were conviced 
to have produced two feigned Ca- 
nons fathered upon the Councel 
of Nice: And about the year 790, 
were publiſhed a ColleFion of De- 
cretal Epiſtles and Councels by If- 
dere, ſtuffed with apparent falſe- 
hoods, to give countenance to the 
Papal Uſurpation, which were diſ- 
covered by Hiucmerns Biſhop of 
Rheims, who lived at that time. 
Nerdid:the Authority of the Ro- 
manSee bluſh co altedpe,in its own 
defenſe,ſome Apes ſince, that moſt 
fabulous Donation of the Empe- 

ror 
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ror Conſtantine,wherein he is pre 
rended to make the Pope head 9 
ver the whole Church, and Superi4m 
or to all the four great Patriarchs of 
the Eaſt, yeato give him all Italypo! 
with the City of Rome, and all thew 
Provinces of the Weſtern Empire :{ſu 
which now I ſuppoſe few Roma 
Catholicks do believe. And ſu 
that Church eſteemed the feigning]C 
of Antiquities no great crime, jad 
when to give reputation to the Su-JIn 
premacy, and other profitable Ar-ſtii 
ticles, there were ſo many Decre-ſas 
tal Epiſtles aſcribed to the firſthth' 
Biſhops of Rome , which (faith! 
Cardinal Cuſanw) being applyed ty 
the times of thoſe boly men, do be-Fin 
uCuſun.deConc. BYAY themſelves Cu ) he 
Caibel. 1.3, and none dare-undersfen 
take now to defend them, they areÞo 
ſo 
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ſo full of notorious errors and 
miſtakes : I might add to theſe the 
many additions, alterations, and at- 
minutions which all their Editions 
of the Councels are guilty of, 
which is the ſame villany with 
Fſuborning falſe witneſſes, or ſtop- 
ping the mouths of the true. Ir 1s 
very like the Governours of your 
ng] Church thought it was of great 
e jadvantage to their Cauſe, toallow 
u-[Inquiſirors to corre@& and order 
r-[the Editions of the Fathers, and 
e-fas Sixt Senenfis faith, Pope Pius 
ſththe Fifth did, #9 parge and cleanſe 
thx! Catholick Authors, and eſpectal- 
telly the Fathers wri- * zyiflela 
e-fings* that is,to make 7nerpaior. ad 
) Shem ſpeak their own p;liothecom 
2reJenſe, but when the Sixti Sencaſ: 
reBook which direRed theſe falfift- 
ſo | cations 
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cations ( the Index Expurgatorius) 
came into Proteſtant hands, it hath 
been an infawous blot to your Re 
ligion, becauſe, as 4rnobros ſaithy 
to intercept what us written , and 
deſign to ſmother publiſhed Records 
4s not to defend the Gods, but. off” 
x Arneb. Adv, fear the Teſtumony offf - 
Gentes,lib.1. the Truth (&). And 1 
you of the Roman Communion t 
will uſe your reaſon, you can pul 4 
no other conſtruction upon thei « 


inventing ſpurious Records, and} -y 
aitering-the true, and their prog < 
hibiting to read the Bible in- @ 4 

# 


y Clem, VIII. Language COmmoen 
in Indice li under ſtood ( y ); tha # 
brorum Probib, thar. the Romil te 
Church 'confeſſeth- neither ScripY a 
tare nor genuine Antiquity, do af 441 

gree with their preſent Principle 
0 
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or Practices ; and ſurely you can- 
not but ſee how unſate you are in 
4 believing as thoſe men believe, 
S who makeno conſcience to invent, 
A impoſe, or defend things never ſo 
falſe, provided they may thereby 
 advance-their Church, : and their 
own private ends.; they that will 
.write lyes wiil ſpeak them, and 
they who will corrupt theFathers, 
are not to be truſted with the 
I conduct of your--ſouls: but we 
will end this with chat of :an Elo- 
queht Father:(z), Re- » r:#an.vide 
ligion is to be defended item Fob xiii. 
* nt with wickednefh,but 
"l faclity, for if yew attempt the de- 
Ml fenje of Beliginn.by ewil arts, you 
py 40 07. defend, thut pollute and vis 
iate it. | 


C g. V. 
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S. V. Trae Religion bath thred\ 
principal ends; firft,'to advancgq} 
the honour of God ; ſecondly , td 
aſſiſt us in the devout worſhipping, 
of him ; thirdly, to teach us to IF} 
mitate him by atholy life and conJj 
verſation 5. which are ſo eſſentia}: 
loa Good Religion, that we muſty 
not here omit to deſire you to eng 
quire, Whether many things in thegp. 
Roman Church do not hinder, ray! 
ther then promote- theſe ends ?}: 
For if it appear that the Princiy! 
ples thereof are diſhonourable' tf 
| God, impediments to Devotion 
| and hindrances to a Holy Life, ity. 
cannot be accounted a Good. ReliY: 
gion. Andfirſt,. can-you th\k ii; 
is for the honour. of God, to comſc 
mand things which he hath forbidJ] 
den in as plain words as can bq{( 
| written 
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eqwritten, as in the caſe of Images, 
ncqprohibired in the ſecond Comman- 
, tdement ? and toforbid things un- 
IngIder great penalties, which God 
d Hhath allowed and. tonmended , as 
on-Jin Prieſts Marriages, 1 Cor, 7.2. 
Ulaly r Ti. 3. 2. ver:i12, andto di- 
nultyſpenſe with things which he hath 
enJforbidden, as in many. caſes of 
the) Matrimony and Divorce? Is it 
raynot a great derogation toan Infinite 
's Yand inviſible Being to be repre» 
nciſented in. an Image and Pifture; 
' tefyea;; worſhipped under ſuch re- 
on Jpreſentations ? contrary "to the 
it Decrees and Prattice of all: the 
eltJancient Chriſtians, (a) a conc. Z1;te- 
k1tfand to the great ſcan- #47. Can. 36. 
>mdal of the Modern {ys 
idfgJews, who call your. Terwt. Apel, 

| b4Churches at this day, ©#:3- 

en C 2 Houſes 
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Houfes of Idols upon that account, « 
Bur there are more palpable diſ- 
honours caſt upon the So of God) - 
our dear Redeemer, by the dotFrine | : 
of eMerits and SatisfatFtows,how-f ? 
ever Bellarmine fancy a man may}! 
be ſaid to be hs ownRedeemer with-\ ' 
 eulomm 4 Or any injury to Chrif\ 1 
Purgator. bet. ( b ), the event doth) \ 
cap, 14. prove, that this Do-jj 1 
Grine makes men leſs thankful forſi ! 
the death of Jeſus, and leſs can 
.cerned. to get an intereſt in-thatf ! 
great expiation : And nothing isþ | 
more evident then that the Prayer:yj « 
#0 Suints, and eſpecially to #hejj \ 
Virgin Mary, the making them Mey } 

1 


Azators , nay, asking the greateſt 

things of #hemand the Holy Angels 

hath madethe addreſſes to Go | 

Feſwto be moſt miſerably ne 
| a 
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nt. Ged, and almoſt diſuſed by the 
liſ-4 Vulgars who ſay ten times more 
70d) ve Marys then. Pater Noſters., 
ine} and look upan the Holy Virgin and 
w-# the Saints to be more compaſſio- 
#31 nate then Jeſus, whom St. Paul. 
th.{ teacheth us to be the One Meata- 
rift tor, 1 Tim. 2.5. And hence they 
zthi worſhip and ſerve the Creature 
)o-# much more then the Creator, Row. 
orff 1. 25. they leave him that 1s ready 
an-j to hear, willing and able to help 
bath them, for thoſe who in all proba- 
 isÞ bility hear not any prayers, and 
er} certainly cannot hear many in di- 
tht vers places at once :- doubtleſs, if 
{ej you have any zeal for. the honour 
eff of Jeſws, it muſt be offenſive to ſee 
5} ſome of your Saints Miracles com- 
jj pared to,, and preferred before 
leq Þ1s : to hear one of your Church 
ed G3: ſay, 
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' ſay, Thet Chrift did nothing which | 


Sr. Francis did net do; yes, that 
© Lib. Con. be did more then Chriſt 


form. fel.1149 himſelf (c), I admire | 
it doth not pive *ublick offence | 


to have the Virgin Mary's name 
put into the Pſalms of David, in- 
ftead of the name of God, and to 
have her ſaluted by the Hea- 
theniſh Title of ©neen of Hea- 
d Vide Jerem. VER (4), and invoked 
vii1s videtur by the name of Mother 


Je "a _ of the whole Trinity(e). 


e Miſſle Yo» Theſe things are, I am Jj 


loniewn,f-257 ſure, rather Flaſphemy 


chen Devotion . and as arfpleaſing J 


to God as they are diſſonant #0 An- 
V3 tiquity : Let mone 

f Ep:ph. Panar, . K G 

nerf Collpri- ( faith Epiphanius » 

ancuhereſ. adore Mary , but why 


79. ao | mention 4 woman, 


/ 


: 
( 


| 


nay | 
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ich lnay not any mn ; thu Reverence ts 


hat 
it 


Ire 


due only to God, gor are the Angels 
capable of ſuch glorification. Se- 
condly, I do believe many of the 
Roman perſwafion do with much: 
ſtricneſs ſay over ſo many pray- 
ers as they are taught, and fancy 
that both their publick and pri- 
vate Devotions are the beſt in the 
world: but I wifh they would 
patiently enquire, Whether pray- 
ing in an unknown tongue do not 


« Jutterly deſtroy all true Devotion 


in the people? 3f praying be the 
deſiring any thing of God , how can 
they defire that which they know 
not? they may admire and gaze 
but pray they cannot, nor find a- 
y thing to keep them intent fo 
ong as the Maff laſteth , which 


maketh them ſo apt to talk and 


C4 laugh 
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l2ugh privately all the time: Tis 
evident that Caydival Cajerane| 
confeſt,it were more for the edifica- 
tion of the Church to have the 
 Cjet. reſponſ, Prayers in 4 known 
ad Articepaeis, Tongue (g): And St. 
Paxl hath writ almoſt a whole 
Chapter to prove that the Con- 
gregation 15 not benefitted by Re-|j 
l;gious exerciſes ina language not] 
underitood, r Cor. 14. but thef 
Roman Church will not alter ſoab-{ 
ſurd a practice, ſo deſtrucive of 
erue Devotion : - Again, although 
you are told that Images placed} 
before you in time-of Prayer dof 
exceedingly help your Devotions, 
vet if you conſider rightly, it is} 
your phazcy that is moved by 
theſe ſhadows,not. your Devotion , 
which on the contrary is much 
hindred 
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| hindred by ſuch Obje&s, for theY 
{will ſteal away che heart,and when 
|the /zps are ſpeaking to God, the 
ming 1s taken up with the beanty , 
colour, lineaments and workmanſhip , 
. Jot_ the Image 3 ſo that your Con- 
ſcience will tell you that you have 
often drawn near ts God with your 
month, when your hearts have been 
ar from him, Matth. 15.8. and 
the Roman Caſuiſts foreſceing that 
ab- Images would take off the attenti- 
 offon, have determined moſt impi- 
ughJouſly, that it is-not neceſſary to pray- 
cedfer, that the perſon praying ſhould 
do[think of what he ſpeaks , St 
Ns, Kh) ; a. dodcrine very :ratione, (ib. 3- 
* i5Ifuvitable to the pra- ©27+14449 Sat 
byKiice of ordinary Ps © 

02 ,Þiſts, who alas patter over the lit- 
achſtle Oraiſens. numbred by their. 
red} - Go beads, 
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beads, as children their leſſons, and 
then their Devotion is done: I will 
add, that the ſaying ſo many Ave 
Marys and other Sentences, ſo ma- 
ny dozen or ſcore of times over, 
doth diredtly agree with the Hea- 
then way of praying, and 1s cen- 
ſured by Chriſt as no true Devoti- 
on, where he faith, Wher ye pray 
uſe not vain repetitions as the hea- 
thens do, for they think that they 
ſhall be heard for their much ſpeak- 
ing, Matth.6.7, and (wy friends) 
were you once acquainted with 
that fervent and rational way © 


rriflivg and ſuperficial Devotions, 

Thirdly, Notwithſtanding thereh, 

are many well-meaning perſons in 
the! 
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the Roman Communion , who live 
willfvery well conſidering their inſtru- 
Avefiion, and though all donot draw 
ma-Fhoſe concluſions into their pra- 
ice which fotlow fron the Prin- 
iples of that Church, yet ſome are 
indred from Repentance, and in- 
ouraged infin by many of the do» 
rines there taught, which will 
e evident unto you, if you pleaſe 
o weigh , Firſt , The weekly or 
onethly Confeſſion to a Prieſt, to» 
as Jgether with the Abſolution which 
1thFollows thereupon; this is,I fear, 
off: great hindrance to amendment cf 
dF ife, for though ſometimes there Þe 
'oukz Pennance enjoyned, yet it is ſuch 
oſefthat the rich can buy of, and the 
Ns.Jpoor way undergo it,and yet both - 
eregretain tkeir fin, becauſe the Pen- 

Infnance is aot its proper ctre ; how* | 
the! even 


thats fin may be bought o 
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ever it makes wany of this Religi- 
on confident and ſecure, yea, andþ 
not much affraid to commit more 
of the like kind, becauſe they fan- 
cy the former is forgiven : for zh 
ranltituae of ſinners ( faith Arnobih 
25) do encreaſe, when hope us given 

# : and men} 
eaſily fall into thoſe crimes, for 
which money will purchaſe their par- 
ek don ( i ). But the miſ-f 
Gomes, lib, Chief is, that though| 
page 126. ſuch perſons may bef 
ſecure, yet they are not ſafe, be-f 


\ ' cauſe Almighty God, whoonly fi- 
' __mallycan remit, did not promiſe, 


and will not give pardon to any} 
but thoſe who forſake , as well as} 


' confeſs their fins, Prov.28.13.and 


the Prieſt abuſeth all, whom he in- 


 courageth to hope for a pardon 


upon | 
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on other terms ; and as Senece 


id.ina caſe not unlike this, They: 
more in the Abſolution then the 


'thehnd the power of Abſol- 97- 

obi-hing was not abſolutely gfven , but 
venir condition of the Penitents. re- 
nenbprmation (| ) :S0 that 1 Buſil. regul. 
forfſpe Church of England *rev. gnefte15- 
[ls you truly, that if you were 
ſokved ten thouſand times, and 
rchaſed never ſo many Inaul- 
befjexces, if you invoked z»numers- 
le Saints, and gave infinite 4lmes, 
fi- vithout amexdment, you can have 
ſe, $o Pardon : Howſoever you ma 
ny Jave been perſwaded (as Tertw/li- 


nd ought m)That To be of m Tertede Pros 
at Faith will ſave you: It bel. ber, cop. 
on fgnd that there may be TE 

MN | deliverance 
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( 


deliverance from puniſhment afrerÞu! 
this life by Alms-deeds and Pray-$0t 
'Y 


ers,afcer your death; or that to 
receive the Sacraments of the 


Church and the Prieſts Abſolution 
at laſt, will bring you to Keaven : 


Alas! you will find theſe DoGrines 


will deceive you ; and they miſ- 
chievouſly encourage evil men to 
put off their Repextance,who will 


not be troubled with Holizeſs in- 
the way, becauſe they think to. 
came ſo eaſily oft in theend : And: 
if you pieaſe to obferve, 'Theſe' 


Principles make ſo many infamous 
men and women , fo many thieves 
and murtherers, debauched and 


profane perſons, Proſelytes to the 


| | - Roman Church, becaufe the Texets 
thereof (they think) do not ob- } 


lige them to forſake theiy evil ways, 
but 
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cerÞut reconcile them and Salvation 
ay« fogether: Bur how looſe ſoever the 


to 
he 
08 
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*rinciples of the Romaniſts be as 
0 matters pertaining to Goa, yet 
hey are exceeding ſtridt in caſes 
of obedience to the Charch,tithing 

lint and Anniſe, but negledFing 
he weightier things of the Law, 
as the Phariſces were wont to do : 
which isalſo a great obſtruttion to 
real Holineſs, becauſe it makes 
men place Relzg7on in flight things; 
and think by obſerving them -to 
compenſate for greater ; and yer I 
am perſ.vaded you cannot deny, 
but that moſs Roman Catholuks are 


more _ to eat fleſh upon a Fa- 


* 8 fing-day, then to ſwear ( the epi- 


demical fin of this Party) or Zo tye: 


| And it is obvious, that many who 


| will. be drunk, and fornicate, and * 


are 


62 . Adviceto the Roman ( 


\ are ſhamefully debauched, yet will þ 
not work on a Holy-day,nor negledgpor 
Confeſſion, nor read a Book of oneRon 
4 called an Heretich, They willfin 
croſs and bow,and obſerve all ordergpu 
of the Church,but live in the opens t: 
breach of Gods Commandements.fo 
And thus this Relrgion is too ſtrife Þh 
where God hath left usat liberty, ſo 
and yet t09 remiſs where his HolyPit 
Law hath bound us with indifpen-Þri 
ſable and eternal bonds : the eftetÞ 

of all which conſiderations is this, Þh: 
That no wiſe man will chooſe or 
retain a Religion, by which the 
glory of God, his worſhip and þ 

ſervice, and the duties of holineſs 1 
ar2 no better taken care for, and.in 
whichhe is more likely to diſpleaſe 
God, then to make himſelf accep- 0 
table to him, at 
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vil fo. VT, There is one particutar 
eqpore moſt properly relating to the 
MneRmantſts who are Subjeds to the 
illfing of England , and who glory 
ergpuch of their Loyalty z and that 
engs to conſider, How it is poſſible 
ts,fo ke obedient Sons of the Roman 
EL hurch, and alſo faithful Subjze&@s 
y,fo a Prince who hath rejected the 
/pſurped Authority thereof? Tis 
n-Srue, if the Pope would profeſs ro 
a pur King, as his Predecefſor Leo 
s. he Fourth did to Lothariws of 
rr Brance, concerning your Capitulars 
er Imperial Precepts, we, through 
1 he aſſiſtance of Chriſt, promiſe as 

uh as we are able to keep and con- 
erve the ſame for ever:If he would 
acknowledge himſelf ſubje& to 
- four King in his Dominions, as the 
ancient Biſhops of Rome were to 
the 
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the Emperors , if he challenged nqou 
more then the honour due to a ſpiJf 9 
ritual perſon , the caſe might eaſj$*c 
ly be determined : but you know" 
he claims much more, wiz. a SuprePE 
macy over Kings,a priviledge to beet 
appealed to,as to the laſt and high$## 
eſt Tribunal on earth : he hath deF*< 
clared that the King of England 10 
n Matth. Paris, his waſſal,yay his ſlave: " 
ad 4mm. 1253. (n) And that ExglanaJ"! 
i 4 Fee of the Papacy, he hath pre-Þ-c 
ſamed aGually to nominate a K ing! 
of Ireland, and both here and thereP! 
abſolved the Rings Subjeas fromP\ 
their Allegiance; upon which, ma-P" 
ny of your perſwaſion did enter 
into Conſpiracies and Rebellions, Þ 
although now you generally affirm" 
you would not obey the Pope,if he" 
commanded you to fight againſt 
yaur 
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| ndour King ; but in this there may 
Þifc a fallacy, becauſe the Pope can 
af4xcommunicate and depoſe him 
owtven for a'very {wall matter, ſaith 
re$e Canon Law o) and , Grp. in De 
been he is no longer <re1.a/17.40, 
phfvr King: ſo that now ET FIG 
de-£ is very difficult to determine , 
1 J[ow a good Subjedt of Exgland can 
1e:Þrofeſs obedience to a forreign 
»drince, anenemy to our King and 
e-[country, pretending to a Superj- 
wprity over his Majeſty and all his: 
reDur Saviour ſaith, Matth, vi. 24. 
mo man can ſerve two Maſters: viz. 
nleſs they be ſubordinate. There 
annot be rwo higheſt powers, for 
hey will fomerimes command con- 
rary things ; and white you own 
he Biſhop of Rome in any one 
oint of Jurifdiftion above rhe 
King, 


66 Advice tothe Koman 
King, you are the Popes Subjects, 


ti 


not the Kings;nor can his Majeityſb 
nc 


have any ſufficient ſecurity © 
your Allegiance , unleſs you re- 


nounce this foreign Power,except]g 
he will be content to Reign at the! 


Popes mercy: And why (my 
friends) ſhould you fo obſtinately 
refuſe to renounce the Supremacy 
of the Romer Biſhop,as to this Na- 
tion,over which Chriſt never gave 
himany Authority , nor had he e- 
verany legal power here but what 
was permitted by the Kings and 
their Parliaments, who did reſtrain 
1: often when it was at the height, 
and at lengthdid legally take away 
this power again ; ſo that we now 
owe no more obedience to the 
Pope, then to the Daniſh King, 
whoſe Predeceſſors were for ſome 

time 


oe VT=AmarY rv mo 2 © 
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tiwe Supream Lords of England: 
beſides, the Popes Supremacy doth 
no way further any mans ſaſvattos, 
nor d:d he ever do any conſiderable 
At [good by it in thoſe Gountrys where 


1C 


it is allowed him : but on the con- 
trary, it might be made appear 
(were it-not an ungrateful task ) 
that this sſurped power hath occaſi- 
oned the mwrther of many Princes, 
and filled Chriſtendom for many A- 
ges with Maſſacres, Treaſons, War 
ind Blowdſbead,ſo that it came to be 
a Proverb, ſaith Guiccardine, It is 
proper to the Church to hate the Cz- 
fars : and the miſchief it hath done 
in this Nation is ſo wa remem- 


bred, and ſo deeply zeſented by 


the people of England, that they 
will never endure that heavy yoke 
more, nor can they be perſwaded 
ſcce 
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ſcarce ever to eſteem them loyaſC1 
Subjecs, or true to their Counſers 
tries intereſt, who do abett it: wilPo i 
yo! therefore be ſo ſo impudeni{#] 
tO oppoſe the command of your KingPt. 
the intereſt of your Country, and thyclu 
defire of your fellow. Subjetts, meerfPo 
ly to ſupportan unjuſt & ground{Th 
leſs Power, which no EcclefiaſtickÞs/ 
ought to have any where, much leſs» 
in ſoremote and abſolute a Monar:[for 
chy f a power which is inconfiftent}”? 
_with the pong of the.Crown, cielo? 
peace of the Kingdom, and the quietÞy1 
of private perſons. St. Peter never[#h1 
bid any to honour his Sscceſſor the 
Pope, but his counſel is, Fear. Godſpo0 
and Honour the King, 1 Pet. 2.1 7,0! 
and a little before he commandQluc 
you to ſubmit to---the King as Swe 
pream, ver.13, St. Panl calls thegoc 
Wy Civil 


=” 
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yajCivil Magiſtrate the Higher Pow- 
unſers, and bids every ſoul be ſubject 
rilfo them, Roms. 13, 1, Neither Bi- 
enſpops nor Apoſtles themſelves ( ſaith 
F St, Chryſoſtom)) are excepted: | con- 
thgclude with that of St. Bernard to 
cf Pope Enugentus (Pp ) » P Bern,ad Ex. 
d{The Apoſtles were for- 8enium Pap.de 
ckibid to exerciſe Domi- /4r42. >> 
eſgnion, Luke 22. 25, 26. Gothere- 
1r-ffore you and preſume , eithty as 4 
n'rince #0 uſurp an Apoſtolick power 
Heſpr 45 an Apoſtolick per ſon,s Princes, 
ethou are plainly Grbiaden one. of 
erfthem, for if you would have Apofto- 
heÞ/ical and Royal power together, you 
pſooſe both: It is: unconſcionable 
,gior the Roman Biſbop to demand 
{gluch power; - and conſcience as 
ell as prudence, the Laws of 
od and man forbid it; ſo that I 
11 hope 
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hope you will not ſcruple to re | 
nounce it alſo, thereby demon] | 
ſtrating your ſelves Logs} to youlſ | 
King , Lovers of your Country | 
.and men of an un-inſlaved under x 
t 
4 
a 


ſtanatng. 


0. VII. Finally,: »wy defires 0 
your perfe& freedom-from that z 
intolerable yoke, and my wnfeignt 2 
ed wiſhes for your temporal, ſpirif 0 
tual, and eternal welfare, df (i 
prompt ure to adviſe you to com S, 
ply with the Religion. of the Ghural ,/ 

of Enplend, and that upon thei 
Motives : Firſt, Jt was canfelley / 
by the beſt of the Romes iChw fl R 
even white its Uſurpation prevail »; 
ed here , that wany things nearly; 
reformation ; and when, inſtead ( t}; 
reforming , the Pope eſtabli ” cli 
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by a new Courcel all the particu- 
lars almoſt which .were com- 
plained 'of : This Ghurch ( being 
freed from his Authority before ) 
was /egally and regularly Reformed 
by the Supream Power of the Na- 
tion, by the fame right that Iſrael 
i and Judah were reformed wf ola, 
and all this done with prudence, 
4 and moderation, and accordingly 
ought to be ſubmitted to by all 
the ſubjects of this Nation. 
Secondly, Whatſoever the Church 
of England obligeth you to believe 
as neceſſary to Salvation, is plain- 
fly proved out of theſe Books which 
Fg Rome 7f ſelf confeſſeth to be Cano- 
ical, and the Word of God; you 
WF may, and muſt in. this Church hold 
the three Creeds,and all the Arti- 
Fcles contained in them ; And he 
D 08 y 


' 52 Advice to the Roman 


only is an Heretick, that believes) : 
not thoſe Articles , ſaid the Gon ( 
fit, of Theodofeus and Gratian," : 
In this Church we give more ho-fj 
nour to, and obey more Canons off 
the firſt general Councels then the} 
Roman Ghurch doth ; we approve 
of that Expoſition of Scripture,ſſ 
which hath the conſent of the Fa- 
thers of the firſt three or four 
Centuries; yea, we hold all that 
the Church of Rowe it ſelf held 
as neceſſary to Salvation, for five 
or {ix hundred years together : 
ſo that in forſaking the Modern, 
you adhere to the Primitive 
Church of Rome, and reje& only 
the Novel Articles thereof. 


Thirdly, The aiſciplize of the 
Church of England, axd its Go- 
vernment, is more agreeable to the 

ancient 
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ves ancient form of the Chriſlian 
on-{ Church, then the preſent Roman 
4,1 5, Our King hath the fame pow- 
ho-fj er that Davia and Solon, and 


off ther Religious I 7zgs of Thdab 


the 
ve 
re, 
Fa- 
zur 
hat 
1d 
've 
Yr: 


had; the ſame which Comſtantize 
the great, and his Sncceffors for 
many years had: wiz. a power 
to Convene his Clergy, and ad- 
viſe with them about affairs of 
the Church: Power to ratific 
that which the Biſhops agree vp- 
on, and tO pive it the force of a 
Law ; Power to correc all offen- 


rn, | ders againſt Faith or Manners, be 
vel} they Clergy or Lay-men; Power 
ly to chooſe fit perſons to govern 
of. | the Church; And finally to de- 
hel termine all cauſes Fceleſtaſtical and 
20-1 (vil; and this power his Pre- 


he 


#11 


deceſfors had, and without- this 
D 2 power 
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power he cannot keep his Kingdom|j1 
in peacez and this is that. weſj! 
mean, when we call him Supreanj 
Governonr of thu Church : Beſides, 
we havea Patriarch of our own , ft 
the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury,whol, 
anciently adviſed with the Popeſ; 
asa Friend, and whom #-:bar thell, 
Second called the Pope of the other 
world (q). And his See q Malmsbur defi - 


was coinmonly cal.ed Sas» Fae IJ: 
the Chair of the Eng- wean. N 


r EndmereCan- 
liſh Patriarch (r), and marienfes pag. 
now hisTitle is confir- *'3: | 
med by Law, and he reſtored toſ. 


his ancient Liberties. We have al-Þ: 


ſo Right Reverend Biſhops, toge-V| 
ther with Prieſts and Deacons ,| 
who if need were could derive} 
their Ordination from the times} 
of the Papa! Uſurpation, and are} 
now 
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omi{now conſecrated by a more pri- 
wel mitive and pious form then the 
eam? Church of Rome can ſhew ; and 
les, | if prejudice do not blind you, it 
7n muſt be confeſſed, That the Cler- 
zhofley of England are generally more 
pe painful aud pious, and altogether 
theſl 4s learned as in any Catholick Conn- 
berftry whatſoever. Fourthly , For 
rd Divine Adminiſirations, and the 
b. 1.Y worſhip of God; here you may enjuy 
= «ll that ever God made neceſſary to 
pag. | ſalvation : The Holy Swiptures (in 

which our Saviour ſaith 7 erernal 
toff Life) plainly tranſlated, ſoberly 11> 
al-J terpreted,- and pradtically preached: 
pe- ff Here are dazly prayers, and tha*. by 
s ,f4 forms ſo grave,and ſo ayreeable to 
veſthe unqueſtionab:e parts of Axcz- 
zes | ent Liturgies, that it Cares cha'- 
reflenge al! the Chriſtian world to 
JV D 3 produce: 
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produce any thing ſo conforming 
to the pureſt and primitive Dewi 
tions; A Form which hath left outf 
all the corruptions of the Rowanſſi 
eMiſſal, and was never yet juſtlyſj 
reproved by cither SefFaryor Kofi 
maniſt: Here we have the Twi 
Sacraments which Chrif ordainedJ] 
with zzoſt excellent forms of Admit 
niſtration; we have alſo the otheſſt 
frve Rites,though not called by thi: 
name of Sacraments, viz. Confirgt 
mation, and Matrimony, Holy Orfn 
ders, and the Uffice for fick anit 
dying perſons; and when anys 
wrongs are” confeſſed we enjoyic 
reſtitution and ſatisfatFion to men 
humiliation and repentance 4s | 
God; and upon theſe terms, wn 
pronounce Abſolution ; we preſsÞv 
and practice charity and good workin 
a 
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infffas much as the Rowas Church doth; 
2vfand though we dare not ſay we 
ouſhal! merit heaven bythem,becauſe 
maſthat is the free gift of God, yet we 
ſtlygteach none can come thither with- 
RoJour them : In a word, the Church 
Twiof England commands all that God 
nedJhath commanded, and forbids all 
imithat he hath forbidden, ſo that 
theſſthere may be had in it all things 
 thJneceſſary to ſalvation, Fifthly, 
yfrg And though we do not place ſo 
OrJmuch of Religion in Externals, as 
anſthe Church of Rome doth; yet here 
ans preſcribed all that ts rational, de- 
oyeert and orderly; viz. that eMini- 
enfſters wear alwayes grave and. d7- 
s ſtint habits, and have peculiar gar- 
wimerts in the tirhe of Divine Fe 
eſsvice; that Churches be adorned and 
rkgnear, that the people be reverent 

a irs 
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?n Gods Houſe, that the memorieh 
of the great Saints, and of our Sf 
Viours moſt memorable atts be kepp 
as Feſtival, that Lent be obſerveſ 
as a time of Abſtinence, as alſo the 
Viagils of great Feſtivals, the Emfe 
ber dayes, and all Fridays in thr 
Year; and if ſome Proteſtants-dpt 
not obſerve them, yet others dogn 
and are commended for it ; and; 
you may follow the beſt, not thqp 
moſt : you will have more liberty 
as fo the Circumſtantia's , bujh 
greater helps as to the Effentialyc 
of Religion, and the pradiice off 
real holineſs,without which 10-48 
ſhall ſee God. 
Ail which being duly conſideſs 
red, without prejudice or paſlifs 
on, I hope will be ſufficient rqpc 
thew you how much the ReligioÞ 
© 0 
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oriepf the Englih excells that of the 
r Safoman Church in Antiquity, Inte- 
kepgrity, and Hſefulneſs,and perſwade 
rveq0u 7.0 receive this charitable and 
) thiriendly Advice; no longer to ſuf- 
Emfcr your ſe:ves to be impoſed up- 
| thin, and made to ſerve the ends 
s-doepf Awvarice and Ambition: Bur to 
dofmbrace the Rational and Holy Re- 
andigion of your King and Country, 
thephereby you ſhall have better aſ- 
2rtyirances of your Salvation, then 
bujhe Roman Church can give you : 
algor there you have only the word 
> off their Prieſts, whoſe intereſt 
mad whoſe pradFice it hath been 
) deceive you : But here you ſhall 
deve all the ſecurity which the 
aſif ord of God can give you, pro- 
| tided you become reformed in 
ioÞur lives, as well as in your Rel. 

0 gon, 
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gion, and will leave off your olfc 
vices as well as your old opinionsJy 
for unleſs we can perſwade you tdir 
become Proſelytes to Righteouſho 
eſs, we ſhall not ſet much byp 
drawing youll to our profeſſion; beſh, 


- cauſe we know, it 15 neither the bef;h 


ing Pap:iſt nor Proteſtant will ſas 
thoſe that /zve in their fins: On 
this Religion will. ſooneſt brin 


. vou to amendment of life. But 


you deſire further information i 
any of the former Particulars, |: 
me perſwade you to conſult t 
late eminent Proteſtant Writer 
together with ſome of the mo]. 
learned and ingenuous of the En 
liſh Clergy, whom you will fi 


. very, able, and very willing to gi 


. you ſatisfaction, and men th 
have no deſigns upon you, I 
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o8dd no more , but that if you 
25Frould a while try the difference, a 

| (Gittle experience would teach yon 
pow happy a change he makes who 
byorſakes the Rowar, and embraces 


bqhe Communion of the Engl 
diLhnrch. 
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